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Anthony Stancil's mother Veronlca Stancil, {left) and wife, Stephanie
Stancil, are comforted by Mecklenb_urg 00unty Sheriff Jim Pendergraph
aftera small press conference Thursday. _

- By GARYL WRIGHT
Staff Writer
For 2% years, Stephanie Stancil
has waited for justice. She was

four months pregnant when her

husband, Mecklenburg Sheriff’s
Capt, Anthony Stancil, was shot to

death outside a grocery store after

confronting a shoplifter.

As jurors deliberated Thursday,
Stephanie Stancil sat quietly in
the courtroom, hoping they would
sentence her husband’s killer,
Samuel Mahatha, to death,

“I want to see him get the death
penalty,” she said. “But if they
give him life in prison without pa-
role, that’s fine, Aslong ashe can't
get out and hurt anyone else, Ei-
ther way, it’s justice.”

Anthony Stancil’s mother, Ve-
ronica, felt the same, “He de-
serves the death penalty. He has
shown no remorse. Either way,
he’s off the street.”

Mahatha Stanci!

Jurors spared Mahatha s life,

- After deliberating 112 hours, the
jury of eight men and four women
recommended that Mahatha, 28,
spend his life in prison for the
Sept. 29,1998, murder of Anthony
Stancil.

U.S. Magistrate -Judge Carl
Horn, the jury's foreman, told The
Observer, “The jury rejected de-
fense arguments that Mahatha
lacked mental capacity to be held
respon51ble for his crimes.

“But when 1t came to sentenc-
ing, we concluded that the execu-

~tion of a borderline retarded,

emotionally disturbed person was

~ nota proper punishment,

” *“Inreaching our decision, we all

- felt utmost sympathy - for the
‘Stancil family and drew comfort

in the fact that Samuel Mahatha
will remain incarcerated for the
rest of his life,” .

Defense attorney James Wyatt
cried, relieved that Mahatha

wouldn’t be executed, Mahatha,

as he had throughout the capital
murder trial, showed no emotion.

“Our ultimate goal in this case
was to save his life,” Wyatt told re-
porters. “But in this type of case,
there are no winners,

“This case is a tragedy for ev-
eryhody. We're grateful for the ju-
ry’s verdict, But our hearts go out
to the Stancil family.”

Mahatha shot Anthony Stancil

in the head after the deputy
stopped him outside a Harris Tee- .
ter grocery store in Charlotte and
accused him of trying to steal $11
worth of crab legs. In additionto a
pregnant wife, the 35-year-old
deputy, who was working an off-
duty security shift at the store, had
two children, one from a previous
marriage.

On Thursday, Mahatha was
handcuffed before Superior Court
Judge Richard Doughton sen-
tenced him to life in prison with-
out parcle. The judge also sen-
tenced the convicted killer to at
least another eight years in prison
for armed robbery.

Defense lawyers announced
that Mahatha would appeal,

Outside the courthouse follow-
ing the sentencing, Stephanie
Stancil told reporters: “I'm glad
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‘ “Justl:cge has been served. At

‘Jeast he won’t get. to walk the

) .su—eets and hurt someone else.”

. .- She praised prosecutors. And
'she talked about her hushand’s
killer. “He has no remorse, she
said. “He doesn’t care.”

" She talked about the impact of
her husband’s murder on her fam-
ily, including her 2.year-old
daughter, Antcinette, and 5-year-
-old son; Matlik.

“My daughter is fine,” she said.
“I's just my son who hasn’t for-
gotten his daddy. He misses his
daddy. Ilet him know we were go-
ing to court because the man who
killed his daddy had to be pun-
ished.”

Stancil’s murder outraged the
commmunity and fouched off an ex-
traordinary outpouring of public
support. Impromptu fund drives
and other contributions brought
$500,000 for the support of
Stancil’s widow and educataon of
his children.

During -closing arguments

. Thursday, Mecklenburg Assistant

District Attorneys Carla Archie

and Marsha Goodenow urged ju-
rors to impose the death sentence
on the kller they portrayed as
cold, callous and remorseless. -
“Duty called, and Capt Stancil
answered that call,” Archiettold
‘ JUJ‘OI‘S “For that, his life was tak-
en.”
- Archie told jurors that if they
sentenced Mahatha to life in pris-
on, he would continué to pose a

glven hfe sentence

danger to mmates and
The prosecutor said Mahatha’s

mental condition isn’t a reason for

murder. .

“Mental retardation isn’t an ex-"
cuse to go out and shoot some- -

one,” she said. “How does his low
IQ explain what he did out there
and make him less deserving of

- the death penalty?

“There -are mean people out
there who do th.mgs that don’t
make sense tous.”

Goodenow told jurors that Ma-
hatha had executed Stancil,
shooting him in the left eye. She
asked them not to be swayed by
the defense’s _
pleas for mercy.

“As you think
about the pleas for
mercy, think
about the mercy
that was shown
Anthony Stancil,” |
shesaid.

- Then Good-
enow remirided Goodenow
jurors how Stancil

had called his wife from the gro-
cery store about lam. “He
thought he was going home,” she
said. “At1:14 he was dead.”

As Goodenow argued, one Juror...'

wept. .
“The death penalty will not
bring Anthony Stancil back,” she

- said. “The death penalty in this.
case will bring to Anthony Stancil -
‘the only thing we haveleftta brmg

to him. And that's justice.”
Defense lawyers Harold Bender
and Wyatt, who had portrayed

‘Mahatha as mentally retarded
‘with a
Pleaded with jurors not to impose

third-grader’s mind,

Carruth in interviewz ‘T feel
guilty about none of it’
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Chancellor Adams, by emergency
Caesarean. Now 15 months old,
Chancellor suffers from severe
developmental problems.

Asked Thursday to comment on
the transcript, Adams’ father, Jef-
frey Moonie said, “Basma]ly, the
only thing Thave to say is that Rae
Carruthis a liar. He’s'aliar.”

Adams’ mother Saundra Ad--

ams declined to comment, saying

she wanted to reserve _]udgment

until the interview aired. “I want
“tosee 1t for myself,” she said.

“Iwas notthere. I didn’t .
seethe shooting. Ididn’t
hear any shots. I can’t
testify to anything that
happened to Chericaon

' ReaRoad.”

RAE CARRUTH
Carruth repeatedly stated " he

was not present when Kennedy,
driving a Nissan Maxima, pulled

 alongside Adams’ BMW and Wat- |-

kins shot her. Watkins and Ken-

mndsr hnthh tachHfiad Fhot Mareirth

Athe death penalty : IR
.Since 1988, the federal govem-
ment, alongw:{th aboutadozen of -

the 38 states that have the death

penalty, have banned the execu-
tion of those with low IQs. But 25
states, including ‘the Carolinas, ~|.”
still adlow the execution of men- .
: ta}lyretarded criminals. An IQ of -
70 to 75 is considered retarded; -

school records indicated . Ma-

- hatha’s is 68 to 74,

- Wyatt questioned jurors about

whether “the only measure of jus-.
‘tzceyouhavelstokﬂlathjrd
,grader

The defense lawyer told jurors
about Mahatha’s life, pointing out
that his mother abandoned him
and that he lived in an abandoned

house and in the streets with

drugs, stealing and murder.

“You can decide whether you” re
going to kill him orlet him live ..
Wyatt said. “You'll have to decide

- whether to assume the power of

death.”
Bender told jurors that if they
imposed a life sentence Mahatha

_could function in the prison’s re-
strictive environment without .

adanger.

~“He’ll never get oﬁt, the de- -

fense Iawyer said.

. _*Bender reminded jurors about .

Mahathz’s great-grandmother, a

religious woman who raised Ma-
hatha. The grandmother didn’t

believe in getting medical treat-
ment and died of breast cancer. -

“If she were here today, she’d '

tell you God decides when you
die. Not man,” Bender said.

Reach Gary Wright at (704) 358-5052
or gwright@charlotiegbserver.com.
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“svote for Bush’s tax bill

.7 just as they did in }
aunammous GOP suppc

. confroversial nomin-

”--..JohnAshcroft as attorr
al.-

) “T}ns is not the begh
crack,” Senate Majori

Trent Lott, R-Miss., sa’

the tm:\e comes, ther
moré :
enou
thereg]1
Other Republi-
cans are less san-
guine. = Senate
Budget Commit-
tee Chairman
Pete Domenici, |
R-N.M,, s=aid he
told Bush at a Lott
White . Hotuse .
mieeting Thursday tha

- now lacks sufficient

pass.
Before the meeung
congressional leaders,

A ]mowledged. Tve go!

work to do” in se]]mg t
plan. . -

- At the least, the eark
fections are a sign that

. party ity on taxes iz

prove harder than on
croft vote.

And in a Senate split
tween the parties, losin
from just Jeffords an
could cause trouble

-tax plan, given that sc
| . one Democrat, Sen. Ze!

Georgia, has announce

_portforit.




